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Figure 10: Emissions profile for the Wollongong Local Government Area (2016-17) 

Figure 11: Emissions profile for the Wollongong City Council operations (2017-18) 

Stationary Energy 78%

Waste Water 1%

Transport 19%

Waste 2%

Gas 1%

Fuel 2%

Street Lights 6%

Electricity 6%

Landfill 85%
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Renewable energy and energy 
efficiency
Reducing reliance on fossil fuels and using 
energy from renewable sources, such as 
solar PV systems, batteries, green power 
purchasing and investigating opportunities for 
solar farms and power purchase agreements 
(bulk purchasing etc) will increase energy 
security for Council operations, businesses 
and residents. Partnerships with UOW, TAFE 
and other research organisations to trial new 
technologies and best practice outcomes will 
further improve energy security for our city.

Transport
One of the greatest challenges for Council 
as the city grows is to provide sufficient and 
effective sustainable transport options; this is 
made more complicated by the spatial context 
of our city. Opportunities for sustainable 
transport such as walking or cycling, working 
from home opportunities and electric vehicle 
infrastructure will help to reduce our emissions 
as well as providing health, social and other 
environmental benefits. Active transport 
outcomes, including access and walkability, can 
be achieved through planning and design.





 





‘  We really need more trees and flora - 
this will give us more shade and homes 
for our animals’
Primary school workshop participant

Keira Corridor - Puckey’s Reserve
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Priority Area 5:  
A low waste city
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Goal: Our community only take what they need, reuse and recycle what 
they can, and are aware of the resources that they consume. 
The creation and management of waste is a significant environmental issue; Australians are 
reported to be one of the highest generators of waste in the world per capita. Our society has 
become increasingly consumer-driven, dismissive of the resources required to manufacture 
materials and products, and accustomed with disposal of outdated or unwanted things. Litter 
and waste have been identified as issues of concern to our community. 

Our commitments

Waste Management
We play an important role in waste 
management; providing garbage collection, 
fortnightly recycling, fortnightly green waste 
and two on-call annual clean up collections, 
which include separate collections for scrap 
metal, tyres, mattresses and electrical items, 
in addition to managing the Wollongong 
Waste and Resource Recovery Park (Whytes 
Gully). 

Currently we collect over 83,000 tonnes of 
waste annually from households; this is made 
up of waste to landfill, recycling and green 
waste. Wollongong’s population is projected 
to increase by 15% by 2036 and more people 
means more waste and more pressure on 
Whytes Gully, where there is limited space 
available. Furthermore, the emissions 
generated by waste decomposition at 
Whytes Gully represent the biggest source of 
emissions for Council – being over 100,000 
tonnes CO2e- per year.

In partnership with other service providers 
we offer recycling collections for businesses 
that help to reduce recyclable waste 
going to landfill. Community members can 
also take excess recyclables and difficult 
to recycle items, such as paints, oils, 
batteries, gas bottles and electrical items 
to the Community Recycling Centre and 
Wollongong Waste and Resource Recovery 
Park.

In 2019 we commenced a trial of a Food 
Organics Garden Organics (FOGO) program 
to explore ways of keeping organic matter 
out of landfill and reusing it for compost. 
The trial is currently ongoing, involving 1,600 
homes throughout Austinmer, Cordeaux 
Heights and Warrawong. It is seeing high 
levels of participation and low levels of 
contamination. Results are being used to 
inform potential expansion of the program. 

Litter
Litter is of high concern to our community, 
causing harm to our terrestrial and aquatic 
environments and is a hazard to many 
animal species, in addition to impacting on 
the amenity of our city. Council collects an 
estimated 4,000 tonnes of litter per year 
through its public place waste collection, street 
sweeping, litter collection and water quality 
improvement devices.

In 2016 the NSW Government set a target to 
reduce litter by 40% by 2020. This target has 
driven a number of state-funded programs. 
Council runs a number of education and litter 
collection programs including Picitup, Rise and 
Shine and Clean up Australia Day activities. 
These programs contribute to the collection 
of 50 tonnes per year and are important for 
Council to continue to implement to reduce 
litter around our city.

Single-use plastics
Single-use plastics are extremely 
environmentally damaging as they contribute 
significantly to our litter and waste streams 
and are difficult to recycle; this is compounded 
by plastics being unable to be transported to 
China for recycling. Our community is very 
concerned about single-use plastics with 
many calling for them to be banned. While 
Council cannot ban single-use plastics, we can 
discourage their use. We have a Single-Use 
Plastics Management Policy, which aims for 
single-use plastic free Council events within 5 
years. We are also supporting our community 
and businesses to choose reusable products 
through our programs such as Plastic Free 
Wollongong and Operation Nappy. Many 
businesses are already reducing single-use 
plastics by not giving out plastic bags and 
changing to sustainable alternatives. We are 
keen to see the continued reduction of single-
use plastics throughout our city. 
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7 https://www.abc.net.au/news/science/2020-03-05/bushfire-crisis-five-big-numbers/12007716

Other 3%

Houses 43%

https://www.abc.net.au/news/science/2020-03-05/bushfire-crisis-five-big-numbers/12007716




KEY STATISTICS



SUSTAINABILITY OUTCOMES

• Improved capacity of our community to adapt to climate change

• Improved capacity of our natural ecosystems and waterways to adapt to climate change

• Reduced heat intensity of our urban areas

• Reduced potable water consumption for Council facilities and the city

• Increased life expectancy of Council assets

• Decreased risk to the community and natural environment from natural disasters such as   
 bush fires, floods and storms

57

8 http://www.bom.gov.au/climate/current/statements/scs71.pdf

Thomas Dalton Park lrrigation Project Thomas Dalton Park lrrigation Site

OUR SUSTAINABILITY OUTCOMES WILL BE 
ACHIEVED THROUGH:

Delivery of the following key supporting 
documents:

• Urban Greening Strategy 2017-37

• Climate Change Adaptation Plan 2009

• Illawarra Biodiversity Strategy 2011

• Floodplain Risk and Stormwater    
 Management Plans

• Sportsgrounds and Sporting Facilities   
 Strategy 2017-21

• Wollongong Coastal Zone Management Plan  
 2017

• Lake Illawarra Coastal Management Program  
 

AND THROUGH NEW AND EXISTING  
ACTIONS AND PROGRAMS:

• C1 Continue to implement the Asset   
 Protection Zone (Bushfire)  Management   
 Program  

• C2 Continue to implement the Natural Areas  
 Management Program

• C3 Update the Water Sensitive Urban Design  
 chapter in the DCP

• C4 Investigate opportunities to improve the  
 climate resilience of all new and refurbished  
 Council buildings and facilities

• C5 Review asset management plans to   
 include climate change provisions

• C6 Plan for the provision of effective blue  
 and green infrastructure through strategic  
 urban planning processes

http://www.bom.gov.au/climate/current/statements/scs71.pdf
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